
2009 District 15 Country All Juniors Elimination Meet 
 

Bert Graham Pool, Bendigo East, 7 February 
 

 
The thoughts and prayers of everyone at the Bendigo East Swimming Club are with all those who 
have suffered so tragically as a result of the bushfires around Victoria on what is now known as 
“Black Saturday”.  
 
On the Saturday morning, however, prior to the disastrous events of the afternoon, the junior 
swimmers of Central Victoria gathered at Bendigo East for the anticipated All Juniors elimination 
meet. Swimmers from ages 8 to 14, whether attached to clubs or not, swim 50m events in all 4 
disciplines, with the top 5 swimmers in each event qualifying for semi-finals in Melbourne at 
MSAC on March 21. Medallists at State and All Country level are not permitted to compete. 
 
Saturday was always going to be a trial, both for the swimmers and for parents and spectators 
alike. On setting up at 7.00 am, the temperature was already 29, and by the start of racing was 
around 35. Conditions were relatively calm although the wind started to pick up by the end of the 
meet, and for those dedicated swimmers who stayed on to complete Swimming Victoria 

Proficiencies following the All Junior 
competition, the temperature was 44. Special 
mention must be made of the dedication of the 
District 15 officials, who had little place to hide 
from the heat, and stayed timekeeping and 
supervising through the afternoon. Given they are 
all volunteers, and often older citizens, their 
efforts demonstrated their true dedication to 
swimming and the young swimmers of Central 
Victoria. Their roles are often undervalued, and it 
is important swimmers and families acknowledge 
their contributions.  

 
Swimmers and Officials brave the heat for Proficiencies 

Despite the conditions, racing was enthusiastic. All clubs assisted with the running of the meet and 
events proceeded very smoothly. Again, efforts of timekeepers, marshals, runners and starters 
should be acknowledged. The timing system caused a few hiccups due to a cabling problem, but 
results were delivered efficiently after the first few events.   
 
Bendigo East swimmers performed very well. Many new 
personal best marks were achieved and 23 swimmers 
qualified for semi-finals. Even those who were not fortunate 
to finish in the top 5 places swam large personal best times 
and should be very happy with their performances.  
 
Successful qualifiers for Country All Junior semi-finals 
include: Hannah Holmes sets a new PB 

in the girls 10 years backstroke  
Bridie Pearce (4 events) 
Darcie Peiper (4 events) 
Jayde Robinson (4 events) 



Rebecca Holmes (4 events) 
Olivia Arandt (4 events) 
Stephanie Goode (4 events) 
Patrick Dove (4 events) 
Callum King (4 events) 
Nicholas Moloney (4 events) 
Harrison Pearce (4 events) 
Isabella Symons (3 events) 
Carly Moloney (3 events) 
Eleanor Rodda (3 events) 
Callum Moloney (3 events) 
Jenna Strauch (2 events) 
Lily Burke (2 events) 
Ruby Burke (2 events) 
Ella Williams (2 events) 
Makayla Hamilton (2 events) 
Georga Holt (2 events) 
Max Pearce (2 events) 
Charley Holt (1 event) 
Houston Pearce (1 event) 
 Callum King strokes smoothly in Proficiencies 
Good luck to all in Melbourne!  


